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SFBS President’s Message for 
the November 
 

Did you get a helping hand when you joined 
the water environment field?  Like a lot of 
us, I can remember several kind mentors that 
have very generously offered their advice, 
wisdom, and guidance throughout my career.   
Do you have a mentor?  Are you one?  
I encourage everyone to find opportunities to 
speak at a school career fair, help a student 
fill out a job application, or give advice and 
coaching -- particularly when you meet 
someone new with a lot of potential.  I know  
 

  
 
 
that you’ll find that you have a lot to offer.  
Mentoring is incredibly rewarding for both 
the mentor and mentee, and the holiday 
season is the perfect time for us to pay it 
forward.  It really is in giving that we 
receive.   
 
“We make a living by what we get.  We 
make a life by what we give.”  -- Winston 
Churchill 
 
Meg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inkspot 

Important Stuff: 
November 6, Regulatory Compliance 
Workshop, CCCSD 
November 7, SFBS Dinner Meeting, Back 
40 Texas BBQ, Peasant Hill 
November 12, Math, Operations and 
Maintenance for Thickening and 
Dewatering, San Leandro 
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

A collaboration of operators, maintenance staff, engineers and others committed to 
enhancing the professional knowledge and status of its members. 

TEACH · LEARN · COLLABORATE   
As a Professional Development Committee (PDC) member, you can help provide quality 
training opportunities for wastewater industry professionals in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

 
Open Membership 
PDC membership is open to anyone involved, directly or indirectly, with collection, treatment, 
reuse and disposal of domestic and industrial wastewater. Members have included treatment 
plant operators, mechanics and supervisors, regulatory agency staff, manufacturers, equipment 
suppliers, engineers, educators and students, chemists, biologists, and source-control inspectors 
and technicians. 

Types of Seminars and Related Training  
The PDC continues to provide a wide range of technical and professional training related to 
wastewater systems.  Recent past events include: 

 Asset Management 
 Secondary Treatment  
 Pumps and Valves 
 Regulations 101 
 Constituents of Emerging 

Concern 
 Solids Digesters 
 Corrosion Control 
 Water Reuse 
 Biosolids 
 Nutrient Management 
 Energy Efficiency for the 

Wastewater Industry 

 Cogeneration and Alternative 
Energy for POTWs 

 Math, Operations and 
Maintenance for Thickening and 
Dewatering 

 Natural Treatment Systems 
 Odor Control 
 Wet Weather Issues 
 Leadership 
 Emergency Planning 
 Plant Tours 

Join PDC today! 
For more info, visit: 
http://cwea.org/sfb/ 
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Tour of Wente Vinyards Process Effluent Aeration Ponds 

PDC Membership Benefits 
As a committee member: 

 You are in a unique position to suggest and help facilitate training that you and your 
agency or company can most benefit from.  

 You have the ability to gain valuable information and insight on best practices from the 
vast knowledge base of the committee members themselves.  

 You are able to attend the training events at no cost to your agency or company.  
 During training events, while assisting in the operation of the event itself, you have the 

opportunity to network with a larger group of your industry peers, as well as speakers 
and vendors. 

For More Information 
If you are interested in learning more about the PDC or would like to become a member, please contact 
the following: 

Committee Chair, Tony Park:     TPark@leei.com. 
Committee Vice-Chair, Gary Warren:   GWarren@ebmud.com 
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SFBS CALENDAR 

November 2013 

  

5 CWEA Leadership Meeting - North, Sacramento Area Sewer District 

6 Regulatory Compliance Workshop - Know the Laws, CCCSD 

7 SFBS Dinner Meeting, Back 40 Texas BBQ, Pleasant Hill 

12 Math, Operations and Maintenance for Thickening and Dewatering, Marina 
Community Center in San Leandro 

  

  

December 2013 

  

TBA SFBS Dinner Meeting, Location TBA 

  

  

  

January 2014 

  

10 SFBS Awards Dinner, Location TBA 
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SF BAY SECTION BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
President Meg Herston 
mherston@fssd.com 707-428-9109 

Treasurer Kathryn Gies 
KGies@westyost.com 925.461.6795 

Vice President Steve Dominguez 
steved@ddsd.org 925-756-1967 

Membership  Vacant 
 

1st Year Director Lani Good 
lgood@hydriscience.com 510-540-7100 

O & M Exchange Greg DeBois 
Greg.DeBois@LEE-RO.com 925-937-4050 

2nd Year Director Arvind Akela 
akelaak@cdm.com 925-933-2900 

Professional Development Arvind Akela 
akelaak@cdm.com 925-933-2900 

Past President/Awards Chair Tom Hendrey 
thendrey@whitleyburchett.com 925-945-6850 

Safety  Jorge Hernandez 
jhernandez@ci.san-leandro.ca.us  (510) 577-3434 

Laboratory Committee Mary Buffington 
mbuffington@cityofsanmateo.org 650-303-1123 

Student Activities  Leswin D’cunha 
leswin.dcunha@ch2m.com 210-213-3130 

Communications Mark Takemoto 
mtakemoto@rmcwater.com 925-627-4100 

TCP Officer Meg Herston 
mherston@fssd.com 707-428-9109 

Newsletter Editor Steve Beall 
bealls@rodeosan.org 510-799-2970 

Collection System Brent Johnson 
bwjohnson@cityoflivermore.net 925.382.1899 

 
 

San Francisco Bay Section/CWEA 
7677 Oakport Street, Suite 600 
Oakland, CA 94621 


